The child showed very faint signs of vitality after it was born, and respiration was never fully established. The size of its head was considerably above the average, as was shown by measurements made at the time. A plaster-cast of it, taken some hours after birth, and which I beg to submit for your inspection, gives a fair idea of the nature, though not of the degree, of distortion to which the head had been subjected in the process of its delivery. The vault of the cranium as a whole was elongated, flattened, and thrust to the left side, the side which lay anteriorly in the pelvis. The right parietal bone was driven inwards and bevelled off towards its summit, but was not indented, an The magnitude of such a mistake, especially in relation to this particular measurement, will be appreciated by any experienced accoucheur. It may be very naturally asked, How could such a flagrant error have been committed by so many independent observers ? Most obstetricians, I think, are willing to rely upon information obtained from the use of the index finger as an internal pelvimeter, at least as much as, or more so than on that gained by any mechanical contrivance hitherto devised. By its means the diagonal or lower conjugate diameter is determined, i.e., the distance from the sacral promontory to the inferior border of the symphysis pubis; and from that diameter the true conjugate is inferred by subtracting three-quarters of an inch, half an inch, quarter of an inch?in short, it is left to the discretion of the individual to subtract whatever he chooses. It is at all events patent that the subject stands in need of revisal, and any effort to supplement or correct the data on which our choice of operation depends cannot but be worth making. Its It is better that the whole hand be introduced into the vagina, so as to maintain the point of the instrument accurately in this position. The operator himself then attaches the measuringtape to the hook on the joint, and measures off the distance to the upper margin of the symphysis, taking care that the instrument is so inclined that the tape runs parallel with its straight shank. This measurement having been accurately noted, the instrument is withdrawn from the vagina. The distance to the probe point of the instrument is next measured off and also accurately noted.
The difference between these two measurements is the true conjugate diameter of the pelvic brim. 
